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LIBBABY POP, COUNCIL CHAMBER.

The Hon'ble Ma. SACHCHIDAXANBA SINHA : " I rise, Sir, to move the
resolution standing in my name: ' That this Council recommends that a
library well equipped with official literature and works bearing on public
affairs should be attached to the Council Chamber.' I may first of all explain,
Sir, in view of some misapprehension on tiie part of the Maharaja Bahadur of
Burdwan, that I do not necessarily mean by the Council Chamber this jery
room, but anywhere, in the Government Secretariat close to the Additional
Members' room. Now, Sir, I shall say a few words in support of this reso-
lution. Since yesterday there has been in this Council what examinees in this
country call a e massacre of the innocents', and of all the resolutions sub-
mitted to the Council so far, not one has been accepted by the Government.
I trust that this resolution of mine, which is a very simple and innocuous one,
will find favour with my Hon'ble friend Mr. Earle. I put this resolution
before this Council on the strength of an item in the Pinancial Statement
that oat of two lakhs and one thousand budgetted for the expenses of the
Council in the current year, the revised figures show that only one lakh and
thirty-six thousand has been spent and that there is a saving this year of
Bs. 65,000. This saving cannot be more usefully employed than in furnishing
us with a library well supplied with official literature and works on public
affairs. Had I been light-minded, I might have asked, for instance, that this
money might be spent on restoring to us the privilege of having the red-robed
chaprasis, a privilege which was taken away from us last year by some
cheese-paringly economical officials. I beg to assure the Council that some
of us attach considerable value to the great privilege of being followed by a
red-coated minion, especially with an open umbrella to protect us from the
sun. Or I might have gone further and asked for free lunches to be supplied
to Members of this Council, who now have to go outside for lunch. But being,
as I flatter myself, quite a serious-minded Member, I have asked for a thing
which will be useful to all my colleagues who may want to do their work pro-
perly in this Council. I am fortified in pressing my demand by the fact that
even my esteemed friend the Malik Sahib has promised to give me Ms support,
and this in itself speaks volumes in favour of my resolution. Speaking
seriously, Sir, I think that all the non-official AI embers of this Council will bear
with me when I say that we have felt that we have been at a very considerable
disadvantage, in putting forward our case before our ofiicial colleagues, for
want of a library. I think there is some library here called the Imperial
Becords, but I do not know where it is and I do not think it is quite easy to
obtain access to the books there. The official Members of this Council, apart
from the fact that they have great experience of the Departments under their
control, have this advantage over us that they are in possession of all the records,
papers and documents bearing on any particular question, and it is therefore
so easy for them to checkmate us. I, therefore, plead for only a fair field and
no favour, -when I ask that we shoiild be given facilities to an equal extent
with our ofiicial colleagues. I do nofc wish to take up the time of the Council
any more, and with these words I move the resolution."

The Hon'ble LIEU TENANT MALIK UMAE HAY AT KHAN : " Sir, I heartily
support my Hon'ble friend, because a well equipped library is a good thing
and would be of use to all of us. And I hope that before anybody else gets
up to speak on the subject, Government will accept this resolution/'

The Hon'ble 1E&. EARLE : " Sir, when I first saw this resolution, I thought
that it referred to the institution of a library attached to this Council Chamber.
As regards that matter, I am authorised to say that there is no room in Gov-
ernment House for the purpose. The Government of India, however, have
under consideration the question of constructing a separate Council Chamber
which would be worthy of the Imperial Council. That proposal will, I hope,
be developed in tae course of the year, and, if it comes to fruition, the Eon'ble
suggestion, for haying a well-equipped library will receive the fullest